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2. English

Speaking is a crucial part of the language learning process. The ability to speak a
language is the product of language learning. This includes the knowledge of vocabulary
and grammar which are interwoven in speaking and writing.

In 2016-2017, our speech therapist conducted speaking enhancement lessons for our
J.3 and J.5 students at the school hall. A picture story had extracted from the J.3 and J.5
Writing Package respectively for brainstorming and as the writing prompts. English
teachers co-plan with the speech therapist and worked with the students on the vocabulary
lists before the implementation.

With the supportive speaking and writing environment created, the speech therapist
conducted speaking enhancement lessons for students in level setting i.e. one lesson for all
students in J.3 and one lesson for all students in J.5 in the school hall. English teachers
were invited to assist in the lessons. In the lessons, the speech therapist guided and
modelled the students to explore the setting of the story, the major characters, the problems
emerged and the solutions. Students used those story elements to predict what would
happen in the story, or the storyline, made inferences and created sensible endings.
Thought-provoking questions were explicitly presented through a gradual process to induce
students’ high order thinking skills. Students acquired specific strategies such as picking
ideas and organising sentences. They were guided to collaborate in pairs to apply the
strategies simultaneously after they were familiar with the contents of stories. Individual
students were then invited to present their stories in front of the other students. Students can
learn from the others expecially for the lower ability students. Teachers can also learn
linguistic skills from the speech therapist.

After the Speaking Enhancement Lesson, students finished their writing tasks
individually in the composition lessons with the help of linguistic knowledge like referring
to cohesive devices. They also designed dialogues, added useful expressions and created
endings with the learnt language structures and ideas.

In the following week, students shared their ideas verbally in their homeroom as a
consolidation where individual feedback and advice was received.

Students are benefited from the enhancement lessons and lots of promising work is
shown, the content of their writing and speaking is richer than before as reflected by the
teachers. Students are keen on elaborating the content with the learned vocabulary items
and structures. Adjectives, adverbs as well as dialogues are often used. Students are more
confident in speaking up as they are familiar with the stories and they have learnt from the
others. Their confidence is boosted. Both teachers and students enjoy the learning process.
Student’s are imaginative with the help of the thought-provoking questions. The ending of
the stories are creative.

In 2017-2018, the scheme will be extended to J.6. It is hoped to help students integrate
the language skills and learn effectively.
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